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 GBC / SB05 Canadian Team

GBC / SB05 CALL FOR ENTRIES 

The Sustainable Buildings 05 Canadian Team would like to bring to your attention an opportunity to become involved in the Fourth International Green Building Challenge, GBC 2005, to be held as part of SB05, the 2005 World Sustainable Building Conference in Tokyo, Sept. 27-29, 2005 (http://www.sb05.com).  

SB05 will be the fourth international conference utilizing the Green Building Challenge process, following the success of GBC 1998, GBC 2000, and GBC 2002, held in Vancouver, Maastricht, and Oslo respectively.  Conference participation has grown to over 1000 participants in Oslo, comprising stakeholders such as researchers, architects, engineers, government officials, contractors, manufacturers, and students. Twenty-four countries submitted the detailed assessment of over 25 “best practice” green buildings to GBC in 2002, not including dozens of Poster projects.

Canada has been a driving force in GBC since its inception.  The Canadian Team consists of volunteer professionals representing a wide cross section of the building industry. The Team is operating in collaboration with the non-profit Athena Institute and with the participation of Natural Resources Canada, Public Works and Government Services Canada and other Canadian agencies.  The Canadian GBC entries are being organized by the Team that has the task of selecting Canadian submissions and preparing them for the conference in Tokyo. 

 This call for entries is the first stage of that process.  
Subsequent stages will include an in-depth environmental performance evaluation of the 2-4 selected Canadian entries using GBC Design Assessment Tool (DAT), a uniform assessment framework maintained by the GBC International Committee.  The GBT DAT results form the basis for comparing and contrasting projects in Tokyo.

GBC 2005 is not a competition.  It is an international cooperative process to develop new performance assessment tools and highlight innovative environmental building technologies.  The initiative continues to serve as a catalyst for the raising of awareness in green building issues and stimulating demand for green building design and construction on a global basis.

The results of GBC 2005 will be widely disseminated in industry journals and publications, including Canadian Architect and Canadian Consulting Engineer. Canadian Architect will publish the selected GBC Canadian Entries in 2005. 

Eligibility

Projects submitted for consideration must be built, under construction, or at 100% completion of working drawings by October 31 of 2004. Private or public buildings are eligible, as are renovations if the retrofit affects all major building systems and responds to the selection criteria.  Eligible building types include commercial, institutional, and residential.  (The Canadian Team has a strong desire to assess and present at least one residential project at GBC 2005.) Only projects that have major sustainability improvement objectives as part of their design process will be considered  Eligible projects must have completed energy simulations using either EE4 or other DOE2 - based simulation programs, and projects that are LEEDTM or Green Globes certified, or near certification will be viewed favorably.  Reflecting the premise that environmental sustainability and architectural merit are compatible rather than mutually exclusive objectives, high architectural quality will also be a criterion.  

Selection Criteria

Projects will be selected based on:

· Architectural quality

· Sustainability as a major objective of the project.

· Availability of data and co-operation of owner

· Evidence of use of integrated design process or design facilitator

· Repeatability of project, including economic viability

· Representation of climatic and regional variation across Canada 

· Assessment/certification under LEEDTM or Green Globes, or commitment to support and undergo a LEEDTM or Green Globes assessment.

Projects not selected for full assessment and subsequent submission to GBC may be requested to participate as Poster Session Projects.  This consists of preparation of a display board presenting the key aspects and features of the building for exhibition at the Tokyo conference in the Canadian Team booth.  Submissions will also be accepted for projects which wish to participate in the Poster Session only. It is expected that up to 10 projects will be selected for Poster participation.

Performance Assessment

Selected project teams are expected to enter data from their projects into the GBC Design Assessment Tool, a copy of which will be provided to the Project Teams. GBC DAT is still being finalized for 2005, but the buildings will be assessed under seven principal criteria:

· Site Selection and Development

· Energy and Resource Consumption

· Environmental Loadings

· Indoor Environmental Quality

· Functionality and Controllability

· Long-Term Performance

· Social and Economic Aspects

Further Information and Submission Process
Projects that wish to be considered for GBC 2005 are required to prepare and submit a formal submission by Oct. 15, 2004.  For further information, including the submission format requirements, please contact:

Gord Shymko, Chair

SB05 Canadian Team Building Solicitation Committee

gshymko@gfshymko.com
403-254-4776

403-254-4795 fax

or visit the GBC / SB05 Website at
http://www.iisbe.org  with the link of GBC / SB05 
or just 
http://www.iisbe.org/iisbe/gbc2k5/gbc2k5-start.htm 

and go to National Teams in a left menu and then to Canada.

All information is then available. 
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